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air transportation, solely through interline ar-
rangements, of passengers, including U.S.
and non-U.S. citizens, and their accompany-
ing baggage, to and from Lebanon and to
permit U.S. and foreign air carriers to sell
in the United States air transportation serv-
ices for passengers, including U.S. and non-
U.S. citizens, to and from Lebanon.

All other prohibitions set forth in the
above-referenced Presidential Determina-
tions, including the prohibition on direct op-
erations to Lebanon by U.S. air carriers, re-
main in effect.

Presidential Determination 95-42 is here-
by revoked. You are directed to implement
this determination immediately and to re-
voke effective immediately any regulations
inconsistent herewith.

You are further directed to publish this de-
termination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NoTe: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 22.

Remarks on Departure for Nashville,
Tennessee, and an Exchange With
Reporters

June 22, 1998

Tobacco

The President. Good morning. I'm about
to leave for Vice President Gore’s Family Re-
Union Conference in Nashville, something
that he and Mrs. Gore have done now for
many years, to discuss central concerns of
America’s families. And since we have been
here in the White House, we’ve often used
the conference as a springboard for new ini-
tiatives to strengthen our families and move
our country forward.

Today we're going to be talking about
health concerns of American families. Of
course, one of the biggest health concerns
is youth smoking, something we've been dis-
cussing a lot around here lately. We all now
know that 3,000 young people start smoking
every day, and that 1,000 will die earlier be-
cause of it, even though it’s illegal in every
State to sell cigarettes to young people.

That is why 3 years ago, through the Food
and Drug Administration, my administration
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began to act to end the practice of tobacco
companies marketing cigarettes to children
and why for the past year we’ve been working
so hard to forge an honorable and bipartisan
compromise to protect our children from the
dangers of tobacco.

A majority of the Senate now stands ready
to join us, but last week the Republican lead-
ership placed partisan politics and tobacco
companies above our families. Their vote was
not just pro-tobacco lobby; it was anti-family.
The bipartisan bill they blocked would not
only protect families from tobacco advertis-
ing aimed at children; it would protect chil-
dren from drugs, give low and middle income
families a tax cut by redressing the marriage
penalty, and make substantial new invest-
ments in medical research, especially in can-
cer research.

The congressional leadership seems will-
ing to walk away from its obligation to our
children, but this issue is too important to
walk away. We'll continue to move forward
on every possible front to protect children.

By the end of year, the FDA’s operation
to enforce its ban on tobacco sales to minors
will be active in nearly every State in Amer-
ica. And while we wait for Congress to heed
the call of America’s families, I'm instructing
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to produce the first-ever annual survey
on the brands of cigarettes teenagers smoke
and which companies are most responsible
for the problem. Parents, quite simply, have
a right to know. Public health officials can
also use this information to reduce youth
smoking.

The tobacco companies’ automatic and
angry dismissal of this new survey shows their
continued disregards for their children’s
health and parents’ concerns. We have a right
to know. For years and years and years, they
had information that proved tobacco was ad-
dictive and that demonstrated they were
marketing to children, and they didn’t think
we had a right to know that either. | believe
this is very helpful information, and we’ll do
our best to get good, accurate, honest data.

Once this information becomes public,
companies will then no longer be able to
evade accountability, and neither will Con-
gress. From now on, the new data will help
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to hold tobacco companies accountable for
targeting children.

Again, | urge Congress to pass bipartisan
comprehensive legislation rather than a wa-
tered-down bill written by the tobacco lobby.
The leadership must put families’ interests
above big tobacco’s interests. America’s chil-
dren deserve that, and I'll continue to do ev-
erything I can to ensure that they get it.

Thank you.

Q. Isn'tit a lost cause, Mr. President?

The President. No.

Q. Mr. President, absent any penalties,
what confidence do you have that just finger
pointing at the tobacco companies will have
any impact on teen smoking?

The President. | think if you have an an-
nual survey—first of all, I think it will be easi-
er to get penalties. But if you have an annual
survey that shows a substantial differential in
brand preference among young people, then
it will clearly demonstrate that there is some-
thing in the nature of the advertising that
has something to do with this.

I mean, we basically know that the three
elements involved here are advertising and
access and then the general culture, so | be-
lieve that—I think that advertising is very im-
portant. If there is no advertising—excuse
me, and price, the fourth thing is price. And
so if advertising can be isolated and we can
see that in brand preference, | think it will
help us quite a lot to forge some good poli-
cies.

But you've got to understand, 1 still think
we can get legislation, and I’'m not at all ready
to give up on it. I'm going to keep fighting
for it. A majority wants it. The leadership
of the Republican Party in Congress does not
want it—desperately doesn’t want it. And the
tobacco companies don’'t want it. But the
American people do.

And all of the evidence that I've seen
shows that the more people know about
what’s in the bill, as opposed to their $40-
million characterization of it, the more their
support goes up. So we need to keep fighting,
and we intend to continue to do that.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. outside
the Oval Office at the White House.

1183

Remarks to the Family Re-Union VII
Conference in Nashville, Tennessee
June 22, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you very much. Mr. Vice President, Tipper,
to all the leaders of the conference, Surgeon
General Satcher, Governor McWherter, la-
dies and gentlemen, first of all, let me say
that I look forward to coming here every year
so much. | always learn something, and | al-
ways see people who are full of energy and
idealism and a sense of purpose who remind
me of what, at bottom, my efforts as Presi-
dent should be all about. So | always get a
lot more out of being here than | can possibly
give back, and I thank you for that.

All these issues have been very important
to our family for a long time. | grew up in
a family where my mother was a nurse and
where she served people before Medicare
and Medicaid. | never will forget one time
when a fruit picker that she had put to sleep
for surgery brought us four bushels of peach-
es. | was really disappointed when third-party
reimbursement came in. [Laughter] I
thought the previous system was far superior.
[Laughter]

When Hillary and | met, she was taking
an extra year in law school to work at the
Yale University Hospital in the Child Studies
Center to learn more about children and
health and the law and how they interfaced.
And when we went home to Arkansas, she
started the Arkansas Advocates for Families
and Children, a long time before she ever
wrote her now famous book, “It Takes a Vil-
lage.”

The Vice President and Mrs. Gore have
plainly been the most influential, in a pro-
foundly positive sense, family ever to occupy
their present position. Whether it was in
mental health or the V-chip in television rat-
ings or telecommunications policy or tech-
nology policy or environmental policy or re-
inventing Government or our relations with
Russia and South Africa and a whole raft of
other places, history will record both the Vice
President and Mrs. Gore as an enormous
force for good in America. And | am very
grateful to them.

This family conference is one of their most
remarkable achievements. And as they said,



